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THIS IS UNEVALUATED {NFORMAYION

Intermal Pplitical wituation. The present Lao Goverrment in Vientiane
has the suppert of the fing, of Peines Doun Qum, of “l‘he srench, and of
the majority of baotianzs. The Laos acecept the Frenck control of the
Government because of the economis advanl,a“ve.; aend because they fear future
damination by the Victunsmese or tne Thais.,

leoders of the opnesition party are repressented in the Govarnment.

The party is in contact with the Viet llinh and is able to carry on an
active campaign ageinst the government, because of the official imunity
of thelr leaders. The chief of the party is in Bangkok, where he naintains
lioison with iguyen Duc Ouy, llo Chi Minh representative in Thailand. b

Former Free Lao leaders are no longer trusted by the Laos, who consider
then opportunists, working only for their own interests.

a) Prinee Soupharmvong has beeon diseredited because of his cooporation
with the Viet “linh. !

b} Prince Petcharat has lost the support of the Lacs, which he snjoyed
during the French protectorate, because of his maltroatient of eivil
servonts. Prince Petcharat is obliged %o ramain in Thailand because
of his disagreement with Srince 3avang. lle accepts money [roa the
French and the Thais, as well as from the Viet Minh.

T

€} Vichien E-mn'rkhob has wrped the Laos to conbimue their struicle
inst the Goverument aml the rrench, and accuzes ths .umericans
of being imperialists.

Lao-Issara Goverowment., The formation of the new Lao-Issara Uovermment :
has been unconfivaed. IL it does exist, it is probably headed by Prince :
Souvamapouma, who hopes to head the Jouneil of idnicscers. He is row in
Sar Heua, f
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1 Laog nave not yet boen identiliced. The thrs
1 2aoovts ares

a) Debueen Vientiane and Imanz Prabang,
b))  Saa lena, on the Laos~-Tonidn {roaticr.
e) In Chammossak lrovince.

30T *x.gy.. The lao i 'u,,r naa been rocently reorgonized. and totals dbout
O'f)() Troops.  Oaly wbtalions of Uhe aroy have baen Ll;ui BRES ¥
cnericon amas. dhe o '3'1‘*{’3, )ac.,v»inr aoms themselives, are uvnabiz to acsi
ha Lac forees. The slowmess ol Jaerican oid hes serepriscd both the Leos
1 the French. The Lans are waiting for Jmerican aid  in the fora of nonoy,
G, and troops. .ith thelr oresent equioment, the Lao irgy could not
ro3oibly reciat o Chinzse invasion.
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7. the Lacs do net congider the Fronch their enony, beecauvse if tas fra

» leave Indociina, waos would be irwvaded by the Vietnamese ond the
inder the Fronch~controlled Covernmont, howover. the Loos foel that t’xm
internal independence is assursed.

25X1C
(,omrm,nt The establishoent of t'ﬂe Nesiestance Goverm:

ol Laos, uncor Srince Souphoneveng, was first mentioned I3 a bhros
of the Viet ilax dews Jifency on 1Y Uctobzr 1250. 4 ..;wsoq aent biroa
on 16 “Jovember 1750, stated that the lational .isserbl v net for thoe
tinme in midesuzust 1250,

CONFIDENTIAL

25X1

Approved For Release 2004/01/22 : CIA-RDP82-00457R006500580004-0



